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SECOND DAY SUCCOT 2001
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

On the second day of Succot, we read about King Solomon's dedication of the
Temple. He began the dedication on the 9th day of Tishri, and ended it on the
23rd day of Tishri. This seems very strange because this meant that on that
year they did not celebrate Yom Kippur at all as a fast day. It would be
prohibited to fast on Yom Kippur during the time they were dedicating the
Temple. Why did he choose that particular day to start? We know that G-d
commanded him to dedicate the Temple in Tishri, but what that particular

day?

Also, we have a very strange Medrash which says that near the end of days
all the nations of the world will come to G-d complaining, saying, "Why did
You give the Jewish people the Torah? Why didn't You give it to us?" G-d
will say, "I tried to give it to you, but you refused it. I went to the
Ishmaelites, and they asked, 'What is in the Torah? and You told them, 'You
shall not steal,’ and they said, 'T don't know if we can observe that part of the
Torah,' and then You went to the people of Esau, the Edomites, and You said,
Thou shalt not murder,’ and they said, T am not sure I want that Torah,' and

then You went to the other nations and got a similar reply. However, G-d,
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when You went to the Jewish people and asked them if they wanted to keep
the Torah," according to the Medrash, “You held Mount Sinai over their

heads KaChagigit, like a barrel, and You said, Tf you accept the Torah, well
and good, but if not, I will drop the mountain on you." How could you say
the Jewish people accepted the Torah willingly? G-d said, "All right, I will

give you a very simple mitzvah, and we will see whether you like it," and He
gave them the mitzvah of Succot. He then made it very hot for three days. At
the end of three days, the nations of the world left the succah, kicking it as
they left. The rabbis all ask, what did they do wrong? After all, if you are
uncomfortable in a succah, you do not have to stay in the succah, so what did
they do wrong? The rabbis answer what they did wrong was that they kicked

the succah.

The nations of the world have misinterpreted what Torah is all about. Torah
is not an ascetic life style. The Torah does not glorify suffering. In fact,
many religions and philosophies, including certain parts of Christianity, have
found great pleasure in self-afflicted pain. We do not believe that you get
close to G-d by inflicting pain upon yourself. Sometimes, we have to be
willing to suffer for Torah, but that is only a means, not an end. In Pirkei

Ovos, it says that to acquire Torah, you have to eat bread and drink water and
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sleep on the floor. This does not mean that you have to do it. It means that
you should be willing to do it if necessary, but I do not know any Torah
scholars who eat only stale bread and drink water and sleep on the floor. In
the Holocaust, there were those who did that. They kept Judaism alive, even
in the concentration camps. They made a Seder using potato peels to make
wine. They improvised even a shofar on Rosh Hashonna. They learned
Torah in Auschwitz, remembering text by heart. This is something that they
had to do. They had no choice, but we in Judaism do not look for suffering or
self-immolation. The suicide bombers are wrong. You cannot reach up to
heaven by committing suicide. Many times asceticism is just the worship of
the will. I know I had a friend who I had a violent argument with because of
how he mistreated his children. He would punish them every Friday, whether
they did anything bad or not, because he said he was sure that they had done
something wrong during the week, and he just did not catch them. He would
put cookies and candy in front of them, and punish them if they would take
them. He violated the Torah law; you should not put a stumbling block before
the blind. If he had put the cookies on the top shelf, and the kids would climb
up and take one, that is different. I told him he was acting like a son of
brotherhood, an SOB, and that he was not acting like a good father or a good

Jew. He told them he was teaching them will power. He seemed to believe in
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the theory if you break one toothpick one day and then break two the next

day, eventually you can break a telephone pole, which is absolutely

preposterous.

In Judaism, we are not to worship the will either. What we are supposed to
do is the moral and correct thing. Most of the time, doing correct and moral
things should give up joy and happiness and pleasure. It should be a simcha.
Sometimes, it will not be, like having to comfort those who are wounded or
killed like at the World Trade Center disaster. In Judaism, we do not believe
that if something gives you pain or is distasteful, it is religious, while if it
gives you pleasure and joy, it is not religious. That is Puritanism, not
Judaism. The nations of the world kicked the succah when they left because
they said, "We tried to be ascetic and we could not hack it. Therefore, we
cannot accept the Torah." Many times, people try to adopt values which are
impossible. Therefore, although they may give them lip services, they cannot
live by them. Nobody has ever lived by turning the other cheek, except the
Jews in the Middle Ages, who had no choice. Religion becomes a fantasy,
something we would like to see happen, but which we know is not true in the
real world. The world cannot be based on only mercy, and it cannot be based

on strict justice. These two concepts must be mixed and balanced. That is
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the secret of Judaism. We must constantly balance conflicting forces. We do
not worship the will, and we do not worship pleasure. What we are supposed
to do is live lives based on morality. As the Ethics of the Fathers says, "What
is the proper path that a man should choose? He should choose something
which pleases himself and which pleases others.” That this is hard to do is

granted. That's why you have to study.

Solomon dedicated the Temple when he did to teach us that it is not the
ascetics of Yom Kippur which brings us close to G-d, and it is not even the
joy of dedicating the Temple which brings us close to G-d; it is living moral,
decent lives based on the Torah. True, sometimes we need to improve our
spiritual lives, to fast and have a Yom Kippur, and sometimes we have to
feast like we do at the dedication of the Temple or Succot, but the object of
our religion is to lead balanced, moral lives based on the Torah. It is to be
kind, compassionate people who are filled with loving kindness. Sometimes,

it requires that we feast, and sometimes it requires that we fast.

1 am reminded of the story they tell about a girl who had a sore throat. She
went to the doctor, he looked at her throat, and said, "Young lady, are you a

little hoarse?" She replied, "Oh, no." He again asked if she was a little
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hoarse, and she replied, "No, I'm sure I'm not a little horse because my Daddy
calls me a little monkey." She could be both a little horse and a little monkey.
We do not stay in the succah when we are uncomfortable because we do not
worship ascetics. The nations of the world did not understand that. We must
balance all our life forces. Sometimes we fast, and sometimes we feast, but
the important thing is that we live balanced moral lives. Let us all hope and

pray we will do this so the Mashiach will come quickly in our day. Amen.




